Oddly enough, the first thing the Jap-
anese commanders did was to warn the
enemy of their intent in a joint letter
which is one of the curiosities of mar-
tial literature. The writers—>Marshal,
the Count Oyama. and Admiral Ito—be-
gan by stating the causes of the suc-

" ment began on January

25th, being

timed, as it afterward appeared so as

, 1o reach the Chinese stronghold while

L th_n

native New Year festivities were
in progress. Oyama thought that the
enemy would not stop feasting for the
sake of fighting.

I was atiached to headguarters as
war correspondent of the San Fran-
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cessive failures of Chinese arms by
land and sea, ascribing them in the
main to the authority of the literary
class in all the affairs of the empire.
“We do not venture to deny,” so the
letter ran, *“‘that this system is ex-

manent and sufficient if the Chinese
were to stand alone in the world. But
natural isolation is no longer a possi-
bility. What a hard experience the
Japaness empire had thirty years ago
and how narrowly she escaped the aw-
ful cala.m‘lty' which threatened, Your
Excellency well knows.
the old principle and adopt the new as
the sole condition of preserving the in-
tegrity of the empire Is as necessary
with vour government now as it was
with ourg then.”

With, this gopd start, Oyama and Ito
went on to say that Ting himself was
the man to reform China, but that he
could only do it by putting an end to
the war and giving himself over un-
reservedly: to Japanese tutelage.
“Compared with the re-establishment
on a sound working basis of the oldest
empire in
history and its extensive territory,
what is the surrender of a fleet or the
loss of a whole army? If Your Ex-
cellency be truly patriotic and loyal to
the cause of your country we would
beg you to listen to the=words of a
sympathetic heart filled with the sense
of honor representative of the fighting
men of Japan which asks you to come
and stay in Japan until the time shall
arrive when your services shall be re-
quired for the good cause.

“Not to speak of the numerous in-
stances of final success after tempo-
rary humiliation in your own history
of the ancient dynasties, let us ecall

your aftention to the case eof the
French Marshal, McMahon, who al-
lowed him=elf to be detained in the

enemy’'s land till it was expedient that
he should return and aid In reforming
the Government, which, instead of de-
stroving him, raised him to the Presi-
dency, or to the case of Osman Pasha,
whom the unfortunate event of Plevna
did not prevent from subsequently fill-
ing the post of Minister of War and
rendering important services in reform-
ing the army."”

The letter ciosed with the assurance
that Admiral Ting would be received
honorably in Japan, “the Emperor hav-
ing even forgiven rebels against his

own authority and, as in the cases of |

Admiral Enomoto and Privy Council-
lor Otori, raised them to high rank.”
But all this sophistry was wasted on
the Chinese commander, who at once
began to strengthan his position and
prépare for the coming struggle. He
made no reply to the letter, although,
weeaks afterward, in making his capitu-
lation, he referred to it briefly.
Ting might well have thought him-
self secure from capture if he had any
faith in the figlting stamina of the
land garrison about Wei-hai-Wei har-
bor. Iils own officers and men he
thought he could trust. They had
borne themselves pluckily at the Yalu,
where thev had &b crippled Admiral

Ito's stips that all but five of thelir own
As for the

‘were able to make port.
soldiers, they were behind entrench-
ments and the foreign officers with

them believed they could stand fire.
Certainly no means of defence which
engineering skill could devise were
lacking The isitand of Liu-Kon-Tau,
which cut off the harbor from the sea
save for two narrow channels on either
side, towered worecipitously hundreds
of feet, with EKrupp and Armsirong
guns of the largest size defending it.
Other forts stood further back en lower
ground, dominating the bay. In the
eastern channel was a small island
fort, also well armed. On the eastern
and western mainland, near the sea,
were seven granite and earth fortress-
es, built by German engineers and
mounting fAfty siege guns. Back of
these, facing Interior approaches, were
redoubts, mines and rifle pits. Booms
made of logs cabled together had been
laid across the harbor openings and
back of them were electrical mines and
nests of torpedoes. The Chinese ves-
sels of war lay behind Liu-Kon-Tau.
They consisted of twenty-six fighting
erafi—two battleships, several cruisers
and gunboats, thirteen torpedo boats
and a training ship. With 4000 men in
the fleet and 10,000 in the shore de-

o fenses, and with a fair supply of pro-

vislons, all that was needed to keep
the Japanese in check for months was
eourage to resist them.
Marshal Oyama’s expeditionary force,
“ﬂ 000 strong, embarked in transports at
Jlien-wan on Thursday, January 24,
1395_ and started by night across the
(iulf of Pechili to the Shantung prom-
ontory, about fifty-five miles east of
\"ei-!;ai-\\'t‘i. The first ships to arrive
in the cove called Yung Ching bay.
where the landing was made, found
2000 Chinese infantry and four field
pieces posted there. The enemy. eas-
ily dispersed by a few shots, retreated
to the town «f Yung Ching, seven
miles away where they joined the gar-

the world, with its glorious
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ciseo Chronicle and saw nearly all that
was worth zeeing. The departure of
the Generals from Yung Ching bay
interested me much. They held a con-
ference early in the morning and then
rode to their outpeosts or commands.
Odera, short, stocky, bluff and white-

cellent in itself and mighl well be per- ; hﬂil'eﬂ, with no distinguishing mark of

rank save the red band on his cap and
the black braid on hils sleeves, rode off
as for a feast, waving his hand blithely
to his commander. Salzuma, Japan's
Breat tactician, straight as a lance, six
feet and more in height, calm, austere
and dignified, hardly a trace of the
Orienta]l in manner or face, saluted for-
mally and rode away at a gallop. Ya-
magouch!, stout apd thick-set, with
sweeping mustache, looked
tre dependable commander that he
was. His name has been recently
familiar, he having commanded the
Japanese troops at Peking. One ecould
not help pity Prince Fushimi, a man
indubitably weak in seldierly virtues,
as he smiled vacantly over the edge of
his® high fur collar; but Fushimi, al-
ways under the eye of the Marshal,
had neo great responsibility. We all

making inarticulate cries like tortured
animals. But it was war. Is it strange
that the Boxer movement began in that
part of Shantung?

As Mr. Cowen and I turned the cor-
ner of the temple towards a blazing
ruin that half an hour before had been
the snug home of a merchant, a young
Chinese woman, staring, shrisking and
disheveled. attacked us furiously. She
carried 4 month-old baby, This she
held by one foot, and as she ran to-
wards us she swung the infant about
her head like a club. 1 grasped the
child before it could fall, and an old
Chinaman, who might have been the
grandsire of the woman, seized and
threw her to the ground, where she lay
singing a welrd native song that sonnd-
ed like a wail, a prayer and a malegic-
tion. Then the old man beckoned us
to the wing of a house that was burn-

we could

yond, through an open door,

ing and made motions about his throat

as he led the way. We followed, think-
ing he meant to hang himself. The
wing itsalf was not yet on fire, but h:--;

his chief of stall;

ment,
coats. .as
through the
skirmish line

ranks.
WaAS

behind was a
shivering in gray blanket over-
the keen north wind swr-_‘;»tl
front a
towards

Just in
deploving

CORRESPONDENTS AND SERVANTS.
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regi-

a small stone village which lay at the

base of a hill,
traversed by
See No enemy,

wall.

We

the flanks of which were
a Stone
but his presence was re-

could

vealed®In puffs of smoke from the vil-

lage and the zip of bullets.
anese skirmishers went steadily on,
when the crest of the stone
with
Here

but

ing at wiil,
wall

there g

filade,

flashed and
volleys of a bidden regiment.

Japanese soldier fell,
rest charged the village and drove
its motley defenders:
wards the wall,

burgeoned

then,

The Jap-

fir-

the g

and
the
Ot

turning to-
which they could en-
they completed the Chinese rout.

Through field glasses the fiving Chinese

| could be seen throwing off their tunies
of bright blue ¢loth
bordering, show uniform.

with broad red
The line of

Chinese retreat was always to be fol-

lowed-by the
nothing eise.

cast-off uniforms
Beareft of that

if by
brilliant
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came to love the Marshal. He wa= a
very fat mian with a chin beard, pitted
complexion and a wide, friendly smile.
So tender was his heart that he could
not sleep when his men or even his
prisoners were suffering from wounds.
A little way off he looked like a Dutch
burgomaster who loved his schnapps
and had no guile, Yet the Marshal
was the cool, resolute, successful sol-
dier after all.

As the commander rode towards Yung
Ching that dull, snowy morning, T saw
a tall Chinese, astride u donkey, in the
midst of the staff. It turned out that
this man, to all appearances a coolis
like hundreds of others who had coms
with the expedition to Talien-wan to
act as porters, was a pretender to the
dragon throne, a lineal descendant of
the Ming Emperor whom the Manchus
had supplanted 300 yvears ago. He
wanted the war to end in the capture of
Peking and the expulsion of the ruling
dynasty and he proposed to be on hand
to claim his ancestral rights. Neo one
seemed to know what finally becatne
of him. Chinese camp followers were
not much in evidence when the enemy’'s
guns began to challenge z11 comers,

On the night trip from Talien-svan I
had met T. Cowen, war correspondent
of the London “Times,”” and we had
agreed to share each other’'s mess amld
company. The second night out he and
I slept in a Buddhist temple, tethering
our horses in the snowy
About 3 o'clock in the

and we saw, reddening the oll paper
windows of the gloomy old place. the
glare of fire. When we got into the
street, which was filled with half-crazed
street, which was fililed with
crazed Chinese and sleepy Japinese
troopers, it was easy to that
the town was doomed. A spark
from a camp fire had lodged In
the thatch of a cottage roof ¢
flames that soon spread widely., With
wells and streams frozen, nothing could
be done to save the houses: and as the
villagers realized this some eof them
went mad. There was cause enough.
Not only were their homes and little
stores of rice and millet burning, but
they were thenceforth outlaws in their
for In that part of Shantung
“burned out”
be-

sSee

own land,
praovince, when a family is
ite nearest relatives and neighbors,
lieving that the gods have cursed it
shut their doors against every appesal
for shelter and ald. These poor people
could get help nowhere. They must
live thereafter, if they live at all, as
handitti. It was a pitiable sight to see
families in single file,
and the tiny-footed women
voung toddling after, carrying
few things they had saved from the
fire, moving off toward the frozen hills,

and their

courtyard. |
morning shrill |
cries mingling with the gale awoke us, |

haif- |

il started |

the aged leading |

what |

-

glowing lke a
density of sinoke.
wrinkled face towards us,
n shris

ges A 1room
a black
I

yellow,
old ma

furnace in]
Turning a |
the

'gon of his rice and then. before we
could hold him back. he plunged. with |
head hent far deown, into the inferno!
"beyvond., Wea cought o glimpse of him, |

the mere p.-..s-tf\ shadow of a curled up |
form about which blue fires were danc- |
ing. Perhaps he suffered l=s8 In that|
instant sacrifice than he would have|
done crouched behnind some rock in aln!

|

|

almost Arctic waste, dying by inches of
cold and hunger.

At daylight, after eating a
and some crackers, all we
Cowen and I joined Generul
and staff for what was sail
reconnoissancs, The General
way on a fasrt horse, the stafT,
of sixteen cavalrymen and
foliowing. There are few roads in
China, s the people cannoi spare the
Iand from cultivation, and we gallo

littie rice |
had, Air.
Sukums
to be a
led the
an escort
ourselves

over plowed ground and tercaces, muade |
our way up and dewn the sides of
| ravines and through jce-bound water- |
| courses, finally reaching a hill over-
| looking a smail valley. On the summit
stood Major-General Yamagouchi and )

ke something in the jar-)
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LANDING ON SHANTUNG FROM TRANSPORTS.
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toggery the celestial soldier looked like

any other coalie

captured,
of the vicinage.
That day a
brought in.
tunie,

bale-rope slings.
Mauser carbine;
arm to which he had fitted a sheet iron
bayonet shaped like
to the barrel with wire and twine.

He

the other

and

One

away

could claim, if
that h= was a peacsful farmer

Chinese lisutenant wus
had thrown
bui he had two rifles with rough
of thern was a,

a Remington |
tired of carryving it and threw the bur-

his

a trowel and bound
The

bayonat was erumpled as if it had b=en

thrust by
stone wall, I

red.

cer, ane of

his

[hh

a soldier at fall tilt against a
noticed that
work supporting the barrel
It had been the habit of the offi-
captors sald, to

wood- |
was char-

spit

vams with the bayonet and roast them

over the fire,

it s0 much the
The next

ture,

would not go on for
He was about Lo leave
would
correspondents remain behind,
that the General
villuge
could
and I

party and

worse for
I had
General Sakuma

day

an odd
said the
twenty-four

prefer to

after noon word came

| would spend the night at a

eight miles away and that we
come up If we chose, Cowen

If the rifle was hurt by
the rifle.
adyven-
nrmy
hours,
with a scouting
have
Shortly

the

~a Chinese
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y bles,

y in its furnace

gtarted
Vants to
pack mules,
horses were
ress was made.
and then twelve

Ser-

on

without a guide, lcaving
follow with the bagguge

The way wuas fcy and our
smooth shod, so little prog-
Five miles, ten miles,
miles were traversed,
but there was no sign of the Ganeral or
the advance guard. Fin:lly we reached
village, where our presence
caused such fright that we rightly
guesszed that no troops had passed that
WAY. A mountain range was near by,
a lift of perhaps a thousand feet. We
rode up to get a ook, following foot-
paths to the summit, There wias noth-
ing beyond but a white, rolling, treeless
country, a checkerboard of ditched and
terraced farms, a few stone villages and
here and thers in the distance hurrying
groups of natives—over all the solemn
2tillness of a winter sunset. We were
far astrav.

Going back was slow and cold work.
Neither we nor our horses had anything
to eat. Near 10 oclock pur servants
hailed us. They Kitew had gone
wrong and were huddled under a hill
waiting for something to turn up. Tired
and chilled as we all were, agfurther
search that night for headquarters was
out of the question and we could not
camp in the snow. Nothing was leflt
but the resource of billeting the party
on the nearest village whether the peo-
ple were hospitablé or otherwise.

A miile away was a line of stone cot-
tages with a Buddhist temple at one
end, and that way we turned, inter-
ing the place by its one aarrow and
crooked strest—in that part of China
every house projects a little heyvond the
next one, presenting angles to seare
devils away and giving every street a
rough curve ending at a peint—we e¢lat-
tered along amid the howling of dogs
and the slamming of doors. As we
neared the temple, where we wanted to
stay, three priesis ran out, Entering,
we found small buildings on each side
of the gate, a spacious high-walled
courtyard beyond, and at the further
end of the enclosurs a long, gabled
building. tiled, surmounted by iron
dragons, hung with wind beils and hav-
ing the characterigtic Buddhist portal.
Within was a single room, dominated
by a great central altar with a trinfity
of gigantic wooden gods, slant-eyed
and blue-faced bhefore whom joss sticks
were still burning and New Year dishes
of aromatic food were set. From the
black, ancient rafters hung rusty Iron
lanterns and on the walls were silk
and paper banners., The solid furniture
of the temmle, very like mahogany,
was highly polished—square, wide ta-
arm chairs and low benches, At
one end of the reom was the usugl brick
bed with charcoal embers smouldering
opening. On a shelf was

e

ain jar, cyiindrical in shape,

ja tall poreel
j lettered  with biue hieroglyphics and
‘almost trangparent, For some days

thereafter, until one of our coolies got
den into a ravines, this beautiful work
of art was used to soak beans and millet
in for a kind of stew we made when
the food could be found.

We levied that night on a near-by
havstack for horse fodder and our own
bedding. but we could find no wood for
a fire. But a fire must have, Our
hands and feet were numb; our bodies
chilled to the Besides, a basket
of frozen vyams and a plece of goat's
flesh had heen found and there wag a
chance for a warm meal. No help for
ft—the temple fittings had to go. Chair
after chair and table after table was
burned, and ju=t as I was anbout to turn
in T saw our Japaless coolies, Buddhists

we

bBone;

though they v &, pile the wooden gods
upon the flames. Nothing suited a
Buddhist frem Japan bhetter than a
chance to burn the idols and wreck the
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KILLED

KINCHOW, NEAR PORT ARTHUR—HILLOCK GRAVES OF CHINESE
IN BATTLE.
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in white. They had been holdisg  Tosle
gouchi’s brigade, As we preses fos-
ward for a4 good view we jmael 2w
returning stretcher bearers of s TS
Mauny o poor fellow o Sates
down on the canvas pallel—-desl e
ery wounded man who came I, Thegsn
some of themrn had the shados 2 Desie.
on their faces, was smiling Jeealier
und looking, it seemed, for (hy weriesss
glances of his comrades. Thess snees
had shed their blood for the fafirechani;
the Emperor would hear of Thers il
send them medals of honar: ther sl
be village heroes whether fheg Mool e
Wy sShimn

Cross,

died. Who would wear a
when he might win  distincfose: e
that?

“There's Yamagouchl,™ sadl ngp: <
panion. “He's on the hill with Y =S,
See his red cap? Better join hiro S
kuma must be further back™

We rode to the foot of the Tl i
ered the horses and mingled uidh M
group, which was not aft =Peen.
Several Japanese press correspeecdiendse
were already there, Just belvs e
haps two hundred yards distnal, & ey
ment of Japanese riflemen weve Bobige
at will and contributing every pos Sai?
then a comrade to the mercies of heo
Red Cross corps. Standing whers ue
were, the opportunity to be sl weossc
obvious, and it was soon seen Dhxl S
enemy did not intend to deprse ax @
it. The whole party, militsry =Sk
civil, stood on the sky line of o %D welll
in range. Such a target coukd = I
averlooked.

“Did you see that stone fly wax®™
asked Cowen, !mintlng io 3 SowvolE)
cavity In the frozen ground at los Yasd
where a cobble had been infoeioss =
moment before. 1 had notl seen 0, W
the sound of a sharp smack had =eean

the warning note of an introspesl
misgsile. Now and then a singing -

let passed overhead. Then thers sase
hiss as of escaplng steam, tbe Tl &
a heavy body a few feet away, a shmge
metallic explosion, and we =hrooes -
der ‘a shower of clods and scouars &
iron. It was the first shell oI ogp -
perience, though Cowen, a phlegosiks
veteran of the Port Arthur cangaERps,
had spent an hour with Yarngi K fies
“one-eyed demon” of the .Jepacwess
army, when that reincarnatell ssersioes
of the old barbaric days stood e W
unsheltered hilitop with no DrSasds
there whatever, his headguartes S
floating above him at the s & W
lance, and receiving the fire of fkews
Chinege forts with perfectly Srmmeses
delight,

We saw the fighting on thad Sheaks
January day for two hours. The T8
nese force was large and Oynma S,
perhaps, 12,0060 men in hand. "Teew
the enemy came out of his Intrene
ments and charged, Long lines Torses
in skirmish array with a fNlag Yemarse
for every ten men. The stasdmeis
would be hurried forward fir=2 » 5
point an hundred yards in front of e
mezin body: then the troops st = dfesle:
run would line up with them. %W =i
like the movemenks 5
forward and thens »ege--
ping to take breath. Al The il
there was a «rackle of flame ox S
Japanese lines and a long roll of as-.
plogions from the artillery 'on Sk
sides. I remember secing a pary W

something
frog, leaping

[
the stone fence below us fly inip o=
air and come down with a shower d
rifles, bayoanets and fragments of s
formed men; there was a Ziind e
erash in a near-by copse an(l ‘= k)
tree fell and laghed the wounded ek
its Dbrittle branches, its trunk riess o
by the whizzing steel; a chalier
bullets was heard among the sl
stones of a little gravevaril w s
Japanese sharpchooters were endrenis-
ed. A mounted man gallopine W
for a moment. in the S
of a bursting power cloud and was s

agiain bleeding among the lece-beoml
furrows of a plowed fleld. O E
cheard a thud and a sick cough =
, bright yvoung Illeutenant of srilepy
“wae a corpsSe, with a bullet thromss B
, breast. Orie moment before ke Boll
been laughing But the ensmy wosy

driven back both times when half sogr
across the feld, We could see e
Chinese scampering for their lines, halED

their eolors and thelr comrades 8
behind, while among them scresosesl
the shrarmnel and whistled the stede-

tipped Murata bullets of the Jupaw=c,

Befare the infagtry battlie ended e
Chinese guns on the ridge had breem
silenced, One battery of four »octl
l Krupps had kept firing for an hoor seoi
Yamagouchi had not been able o B
lodee it Filrally a crack Jupsoeses
mountain battery made ts way
the rocks and lee srom the exires
rear, took station op the mouninen =Sl
to the right of the Japaness Jine =B
discharged its five pleces all a3 e,
The range-finding was perfect; for i
a few seconds the air just above s
hostile battery flasned with OGuortogy
points of aa the s=hells burst -
gether When the smoke hlew awegs’
tha (‘hiness gung wers soeon, e Y

ane was thers to work them.

(Concluded Next
-

No news has ¢t been recelved framn
Marshal Hendry from Japan 43 N ETTE.
ing the arrest of Adachl

Sunday2




